COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 26th April 2005 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott (Mayor)




M T Weston (Deputy Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C P Kay




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




J A Shaw





The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that the speaker, PC Bob Lloyd would not be attending.  A letter from Inspector Vestey was read to the Council by the Mayor.

Members agreed to reply to Inspector Vestey thanking him for his letter of apology and to ask for clarification of the difference between Coleford Town Council visit to the CCTV control room and school children visiting the Camera Safety Partnership’s van.

Referring to another police related item the Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott advised that she had received a telephone call and a subsequent email with photographic evidence regarding the police not taking action following an incident.  Councillor Marrott had spoken with the Crime Reduction Officer and the Head teacher of a local school regarding identification of the offenders.
All incidents must be reported to the police and an incident number given to ensure all crime is recorded.  Without public support reporting all crime and ensuring incident numbers are given the true scale of problems cannot be known.

Apologies received and accepted:
Councillor C T Elsmore, Councillor A M Lacey and Councillor R D Phelps

Apologies received:


County Councillor P Chamberlain

Amendments to meeting 29th March 2005
Minute 360 – Councillor Mrs J Baynham was not able to attend

Minute 369 – This was an ordinary meeting not the Annual General Meeting
With these amendments agreed the minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 29th March 2005 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

1 (a)
60th ANNIVERSARY END OF WORLD WAR II COMMEMORATIONS – UPDATE OF PROPOSED EVENTS AND GRANT APPLICATION


A programme of proposed events had been compiled and the grant application to Home Front Recall would be completed by the end of the week.


SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

2.
TRAFALGAR WEEKEND – OCTOBER 2005 


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott advised that this was to be a Forest-wide event.  The Food Group, through the Forest of Dean District Council were planning to organise a Food Fayre.  At the time of Trafalgar, Coleford was in the Ancient Parish of Newland and events for this area would centre at Newland Church where an exhibition was planned.

Members suggested event ideas and agreed to bring further ideas to the next meeting.

3.
TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE

Councillor N Penny brought a request from the Coleford Area Partnership for a separate page on the Town Council’s website for Partnership information as an interim measure whilst their own site was updated.


All members were in agreement in granting permission.

4.
RISK ASSESSMENTS


Members agreed to document and complete assessments as soon as possible.
5.
PLANS
The minutes of the Planning Meetings held on 12th and 26th April 2005 were accepted as true records and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Proposed Councillor C P Kay

Seconded Deputy Mayor, Councillor M T Weston

DF8074/A


17, Mile End Road, Mile End, Coleford 
(P0512/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Alterations and extension to dwelling

OBSERVATIONS

No objections

DF13218


16, Perch Drive, Mile End, Coleford 

(P0546/05/FUL)
DEVELOPMENT

Alterations and extension to dwelling

OBSERVATIONS

No objections

DF12910/B


64, Gloucester Road, Coleford

(P0451/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Erection of a detached dwelling with integral 

private car garage.  (Resubmission) 

OBSERVATIONS

Objection – Hydraulic overload


DF1092/4/H


Land at Lords Hill, Coleford

(P0550/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Erection of a detached building to accommodate 2 flats 

with ancillary works.  Provision of parking facilities

OBSERVATIONS: -


1. Previous objection (DF1092/4/D) to amending size of curtilage

2. Increased number of vehicles in and out of the site

3. Enforcement notices already issued on this site

4. Hydraulic overload 

DF6441/W


Land at 19 South Road, Broadwell, Coleford

(P0522/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Erection of 8 dwellings with associated garaging/parking 

facilities

OBSERVATIONS: -

1. Barrier for safety needed if dwellings set below road level 

2. Hydraulic overload

DF1435/R


Beales Garage, Bank Street, Coleford

(P0577/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Erection of a single storey extension to MOT bay and 

service centre

OBSERVATIONS

No objections

DF4526/D


14 Foxs Lane, Broadwell, Coleford

(P0601/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Erection of a single storey extension to dwelling

OBSERVATIONS

No objections

DF9886/A


14 Woodgate Road, Mile End, Coleford

(P0600/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Erection of a detached private car garage.  (Demolition of 

existing garage and garden shed)

OBSERVATIONS

No objections

DF202/X


29 Prospect Close, Coleford

(P0596/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Erection of a single storey rear extension to dwelling

OBSERVATIONS

No objections

DF7414/A


77 Gloucester Road, Coleford

(P0597/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Alterations and extension to dwelling

OBSERVATIONS

No objections

CORRESPONDENCE
6.
COLEFORD BAPTIST CHURCH – PLANT SALE – CLOCK TOWER


Members were in agreement with this request.

7.
FORESTRY COMMISSION

Field Meeting – Soudley 18th May – Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin and Councillor D Atherley to attend.

Evening Coach Trip – 8th June – Councillor D Atherley and Councillor Mrs J Baynham to attend.

Oak Tree Planting in Trafalgar Avenue – 21st October – to be held on file for the new Mayor to attend.

8.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – CRIME ISSUES – 3/5/05

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott, Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin, Councillor D Atherley and Councillor Mrs S Merrikin to attend.  

Councillor C T Elsmore joined the meeting at 7.56pm.

9.
COPY LETTER – NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL TO FODDC RE NEWLAND SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS

Members noted the content of this letter.

10.
GUIDE DOGS – RE SHADES DAY

Letter to be held on file for the new Mayor’s attention.
11.
JEFF FISHWICK – RE FOREST RANGERS UNDER 11 FOOTBALL TEAM


Members agreed that the King George V Field was now used by 2 adult and 1 youth football teams and 2 cricket teams and regretted that further use of the pitches was not possible.
12.
KINGS FOUNDATION – REQUEST FOR PATRONAGE 


Members agreed not to support the Foundation.

13.
E-MAIL – MRS K MORSE RE COALWAY – MILKWALL ROAD


Mrs Morse requested support for the speeding problems in the area.  It was agreed to ask the County Council to supply 30mph repeater signs for the area and ask for investigations into the possibility of flashing 30mph signs.
14.
POST OFFICE – CLOSURE OF CLEARWELL POST OFFICE

Members noted with regret the closure of Clearwell Post Office.

15.
AGE CONCERN – MONEY MATTERS FOR THE OVER 55’S


Members noted this event on 25th May 2005.

16.
ZURICH MUNICIPAL – ANNUAL HEALTH AND SAFETY SEMINAR


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin and the Clerk to attend on 29th June.

17.
FOREST OF DEAN CAVING SYMPOSIUM


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin to attend.

18.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – AREA SCHOOL REVIEWS


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin to attend the meetings on 19th May and 13th June.

19.
OPDM – CODE OF CONDUCT REVIEW


Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin agreed to review the document.
20.
MEMBERS REPORTS


Councillor N Penny’s written report covered website hit statistics, Coleford Area Partnership and Health and Safety.

Councillor C Lusty declared an interest in the Community Centre item of the Coleford Area Partnership update.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott, on behalf of the Coleford Area Partnership, referred to the difficulties in persuading the County Council to work with the partnership.  South West Regional Development Agency had asked for a further meeting with the partnership.


Councillor C P Kay left the meeting at 8.37pm


Councillor D Atherley’s written report detailed an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty meeting in Monmouth.

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin was thanked for responding on behalf of the Council to the National Air Traffic Services West End Airspace Change proposal.

The Mayor’s report covered Mayoral and other duties carried out in the month.  Further to the meeting regarding Whitecliff Brook it was suggested that the Town Council’s website could be used to ask the public to supply any information they may have regarding the brook and culvert.  Carolyn Jackson MEP is to be asked for any further information she may have gained since her visit to Coleford.

Councillor Mrs J Baynham advised that the West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust was looking to make financial savings.  Members were concerned that this could be the beginning of a decline in health care for the Forest.


Councillor D Atherley proposed an extension to the meeting which was seconded by Councillor C Lusty.


Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston spoke of his concerns at the continual break-ins at the Feathers Hotel and possible consequences of vandalism.


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin together with Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin and Philip Woosnam of Forest of Dean District Council had visited redundant public conveniences to inspect equipment which once cleaned, would be acceptable for reuse in the Newland Street conveniences.  The District Council had suggested re-tendering the contract.


Councillor D Atherley thanked the members of the Public Conveniences working party for their work.


Councillor C Elsmore reported that together with Councillor C Lusty and the Clerk he had attended a training event regarding the evaluation of staff posts.

21.
ACCOUNTS
2711 Shane Ball Gardening Services – March



193.67

2712 M & M Sports – Junior Goal Posts




149.98

2713 C Wilkins – salary – April





569.38

2714 V Mitchell – salary – April




          1267.62

2715 Inland Revenue 







566.14

2716 GCC – Pension







451.79

2717 British Gas







125.09

2718 npower – Clock Tower






  84.08

2719 Ernest Heal & Sons – graves





905.47

2720 R J Contracting 







  47.00

2721 RBS Software Solutions – payroll  Jan – March


  17.62

2722 PJ & PD Adams







  72.44

2723 Monmouthshire County Council – Playground Maintenance 

141.00

2724 OfficeStar Stationery






127.37

2725 Ernest Heal & Sons – bin emptying




  70.50

2726 PSA Parts Ltd – computer adaptor




  49.94

2727 British Telecom – telephone





160.07

2728 British Telecom – fax and internet




159.45

2729 British Telecom – internet (broadband)




182.95

2730 FODDC – 50% only – toilets




          2200.00

2731 The Information Commissioner – Data Protection


  35.00

2732 GAPTC – Subscription





          1270.53

2733 Local Council Review – Subscription




  13.00

2734 Shane Ball Gardening Services – April 2005 final payment

193.67

2735 Petty Cash







  75.00

2736 GRCC – Affordable Housing conference



  15.00
2737 Coleford & District Royal British Legion - Maroon                               21.00

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25pm
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